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THIS WAS A FUN-FILLED EXPERIENCE WITH FRIENDS FROM

BSK AND | LIKED HOW WE HAD A GAMES SESSION. -Hitesh
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Volunteer Teachers Training 17-04-2021

On Saturday 17" April 2021, Vishva Hindu Parishad of
Australia (VHP) held a Sydney-wide training and devel-
opment day for all VHP Sanskrit teachers. The full day
of training was held at Quakers Hill Community Centre
and received an enormous turnout from VHP volun-
teers who teach Special Religious Education in NSW
Government mainstream schools, as well as teachers
who conduct Saturday and Sunday classes at several
of VHP Sanskrit School of Australia’s branches across
Sydney.

The event was warmly honored with the attendance of
the NSW Minister for Skills, Tertiary Education, Sport,
Multiculturalism, Seniors and Veterans, Hon. Dr Geoff
Lee who acknowledged and congratulated VHP on its
important contributions to the wider community of
NSW. The Minister noted the benefits of VHP’s work in
Sanskrit education which included preserving and
spreading the beauty of the Sanskrit language and cul-
ture to the next generation of Australian Hindus. He al-
so noted the enormous volunteer effort of more than
3,000 Community Language School teachers across
NSW who have contributed to the doubling of student

Corg

enrolments at NSW Community Language Schools in
the last 20 years.
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The Minister offered his words of appreciation as he assisted in
awarding each participant at the training day with a Certificate
of Achievement.

Ms Merryl Wahlin, Programs Manager at the Sydney School of
Education and Social Work, was also in attendance on behalf of
Dr. Ken Cruickshank, Director of the Sydney Institute of Com-
munity Language Education. Merryl provided a keynote ad-
dress with great recognition of the various reasons why VHP
Sanskrit teachers choose to provide such invaluable service,
stating that one of the biggest reasons is that it provides each
individual a sense of connection to the Hindu community and
its rich herltage

The full day training k|cked off with an interactive session into
teaching Spoken Sanskrit, including a Syllabus Overview, facil-
itated by two very knowledgeable VHP Sanskrit teachers, Sri-
mati Sukanya and Srimati Anuradha. They carried all partici-
pants through a simulated session of teaching and learning
spoken Sanskrit at a beginner’s level, and included a variety of
teaching approaches and methods throughout. All participants
thoroughly enjoyed the interactive session and each took away
a handful of learnings to apply into their own classes.
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The first half of the afternoon session consisted of a deep dive into
the Maheshwarani Sutrani, the complex Shiva Sutras of the San-
skrit alphabet, facilitated by VHP’s most senior and revered San-
skrit teacher Sri Narayana Mahodaya. The deep dive was an exhila-
rating introduction into the pure and genius organisation of the
Sanskrit alphabet ingrained within 14 powerful sutras. The session
then moved on to a group singing of the Samskritam Geetham led
by Srimati Uma Rajesh, followed by a very detailed deconstruction
of a Subhashitam poem and its teachings led by Srimati Amita
Saxena.

The afternoon session started with a presentation by Kumari Car-
mila Chand (myself) from Hindu Youth Australia, about the San-
skrit Language and its connection to Indo European Languages
and People. The presentation was followed by a wrap up address
from Srimati Jayanthi Thilak, VHP NSW State Secretary, who pro-
vided all participants with a summary of the various services being
offered by VHP Australia in NSW in regards to Sanskrit education
and related programs. The teachers training and development day
was a huge success and provided all teachers with rich opportuni-
ties to learn, grow and network. VHP Australia looks forward to
bringing many more opportunities to teachers, students, youth and
the wider community across NSW in the near and far future.
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This activity/event/project is funded/part-funded (select
which ever applies) by the Department of Home Affairs’
Community Languages Multicultural Grants Program.”
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The Hon Minister Lee our Chief guest for the Volunteer Teachers
Training made a statement in Parliament last 13" May 2021Thurs-
day --Hansard

VHP SANSKRIT SCHOOL - In his words ...

Dr GEOFF LEE (Parramatta—Minister for Skills and Tertiary Educa-
tion, and Minister for Sport, Multiculturalism, Seniors and Veter-
ans) (15:29):

| recognize the great work of the VHP Sanskrit School in New
South Wales. Today New South Wales has a robust Hindu commu-
nity. According to the 2016 census 189,400 people in New South
Wales identified as Hindu. Hinduism is one of the most youthful
religions in Australia. Some 34 per cent of Hindus are under the
age of 14 and 66 per cent are under the age of 34. Hindus have es-
tablished many temples and celebrate a myriad of Hindu festivals,
which | am fortunate to attend in my capacity as both the member
for Parramatta and the multiculturalism Minister.
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In that respect, on Saturday 17 April | was pleased to join the
VHP Sanskrit School—which is part of Vishva Hindu Parishad
of Australia, or VHP—at its training day for Sanskrit teachers
in Quakers Hill.

| saw firsthand the work it does to ensure that generations of Aus-
tralian children learn ancient Sanskrit and absorb its messages of
peace, harmony and inclusiveness.

The VHP Sanskrit School is an integral part of language education
in New South Wales. | congratulate the volunteers on their pas-
sion, dedication and enthusiasm for teaching the Sanskrit lan-
guage and culture to the next generation.

The VHP Sanskrit School is a community organization that
aims to promote the principles of unity in diversity, social co-
hesion, multiculturalism, harmony and inclusiveness in Aus-
tralia.

| put on record my concerns about the remarks that were made by
Mr. David Shoebridge from the other place about the Vishva Hin-
du Parishad during a recent budget estimates hearing. | have con-
veyed to him my view that his comments were unhelpful and |
have asked that he reconsider them, noting the undesirable im-
pact they have had on community harmony.

The NSW Department of Education and the NSW Police Force
have stated that VHP is not an organisation of any concern in this
State. New South Wales is one of the most successful multicultur-
al societies in the world. We come from more than 307 ancestries,
speak nearly 220 languages and practice nearly 150 religions.
That is a lot of diversity. But here is the thing: What makes us a
success is that we find unity in our diversity.

Being a multicultural society means that we are connected to the
world. We have enshrined in legislation the principles of multicul-
turalism and we actively live out those principles every day. Our
resilience as a multicultural society can be measured by the way
we respond to global issues as a unified community. No matter
what happens overseas, we must remain united by our common
commitment to Australia. In New South Wales we work together
and discuss our differences with mutual respect. Overseas events
can have a substantial impact on our communities and we recog-
nise that. But the great thing about living in Australia is that we
have learned to live alongside each other and to celebrate our
many common values and priorities.

From the First Peoples to the newest arrivals, we all have a stake
in the future of this land and we all share a vision for the future in
which we all stand together, united by our Australian values.

New South Wales is a place of acceptance, opportunity and hope
for a better life. At all times, and particularly during times of diffi-
culty, we must come together in support of those shared ideals. It
IS part of the great success story of multiculturalism in New South
Wales that, despite our differences, we can still live together and
support each other in times of need.

| congratulate the VHP Sanskrit School as well as VHP Na-
tional General Secretary and Hindu Dharma Scripture Coordi-
nator Mrs Akila Ramarathinam. | thank all the volunteers for
the work they do in the community. Their efforts ensure that
our children understand the value of history, language, cul-
ture and the eternal messages of peace and harmony, which
is so important to our future.
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VHP Sanskrit School would like to thank

HON MINISTER ) HON MINISTER LEE
J DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS - NSW MULTICULTURAL

Dr. Ken Cruickshank, Director Merryl Wahlin, Programs Manager,
Sydney Institute of Community Sydney Institute of cammunlty
Language Education Language Education

Lyndall Frank, Program Coordinator Kara Matheson Education Officer
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Wales Chapter
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Sri R. SUBRAMANIAN
NATIONAL PRESIDENT

Smt. AKILA RAMARATHINAM -
NATIONAL GENERAL SECRETARY

Sri. VENKATRAMAN IYER
NATIONAL TREASURER.

Smt. JAYANTHI THILAK
NSW SECRETARY.

Thanks to all Our supporters
and the community
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